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LFSA is On-line, our Web-Site is Up & Running.
We now have our own Web-Site, as shown below, and it’s really very
good. User friendly, it’s easy to find your way around and you can do
everything you would expect to and more. You can read this letter by
logging on and view back issues, but there will also be news head-lines
on the front page of the web-site that will be updated regularly by us. It
will take a little time, but as information is added and all the downloads
made available, (plus you at home having your own computer), then all
day to day business of LFSA could be done via our Web-Site. I hope it
excites you as much as it does me and that you find it useful ahead. Jos
Hobbit Popular
This years Xmas trip
to the cinema was a
great success, more
than 30 people came
and enough adults to
make a visit to the
pub afterwards to
drink to our Birthday
a perfect way to end
an already good gig.
But the story didn’t
end, we’ll need to go
again next year if we
want to know how it
all turns out, c u so?

LFSA- Housing Management for Chisel/Hexagon/AmicusHorizon
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To Log-On to our new Web-Site just go to :

www.lfsa.org.uk
● Report repairs
● Pay your rent
● Download newsletters
● Keep up with local news
● Contact us/have your say
● Send in pictures
We experienced a problem with our phone in
the second part of January, it was off for five
working days. The problem is now resolved,
but not before a letter giving a new number to
call had been sent out. This is now redundant.
My apologies for any inconvenience caused.

Contact Details :
barrie@lfsa.org.uk - office
jos@lfsa.org.uk - newsletter
Out of Hours Call : 0208 338 8433

LFSA Family Tree - part 2
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1985
SCD - (Society for Co-operative Dwellings.)is shut down by the Housing
Corporation and replaced by CHISEL - ( Co-operative Housing in SE London.)
LFSA transfer licenses to CHISEL who bring new ideas & new possibilities.

1987
Tom Sim is made Maintenance Supervisor and a programme of improving
members housing is started to extent short-life properties to last the decade.

1988
Sedge Hill - 73 new units developed by a new consortium comprising of
London & Quadrant, Ujima, Beaver and Chisel. 2 houses and 3 flats are built
for LFSA to rent which constituted their first permanent leases on the books.

1989
Local Government and Finance Bill puts pressure on the existence of Shortlife properties, the council want back LFSA office in Lewisham Park for new
build. A campaign is began to raise the profile of co-ops and lobby against the
changes. An alternative proposal for Lewisham Park is presented to no avail.
The committee are working hard on short, medium and long term planning. Looking
at the pros & cons of the changes to fully mutual co-op rules, registration with the
Housing Corporation and policies. The council are considering turning some licences
into permanent tenancies which will hopefully bring permanency, the lost of control
is a big concern. LFSA is forging closer links with permanent co-ops and is often
housing people waiting for schemes to complete. Self-Build, referrals to other
housing groups, leasing, Tenant Management Co-ops and Transferred Ownership
Co-ops are considered as possible solutions. All these options are in the shadow of
the new Housing Act which makes permanent housing for low income families
extremely expensive in terms of the rents……. (From LFSA 20th Anniversary Edition)

Real emergencies happen in
holiday time and at weekends.
Committee have been monitoring our emergency phone log in order to
see if we have a value for money system in place and to discover if it is
truly necessary. In this fast modern world of e-mails our web-site will
become the quickest way of reporting any problems including those you
might think of now as emergencies. At present an after office hours call
is answered, recorded, a text is sent to the office phone and first thing in
the morning is monitored and acted on. The same result can be achieved
with a lot less fuss if you’re able to go on-line, you simply go to the
repairs section of our web-site report your problem, come morning it
will be dealt with according to it’s urgency. We have a duty to respond
to a housing crisis within 24 hrs, but in a working week these are dealt
within working hours, nothing gets repaired in the middle the night.
However, should you be unlucky enough for your boiler to break down
on a Friday night then you’d have long wait till Monday to report it
without our emergency phone. Weekends and holidays are when ‘Real
Emergencies’ happen and is why we will be keeping this service going.
But perhaps a mental note should be made that a day will come when it
will be quicker and more efficient to report repairs on line and phoning
out of hours could become a weekend only service. But not yet, if any
changes are to be made notification will be sent out by our office first.
LFSA ‘out of hours’, call : 0208 338 8433
Or e-mail : barrie@lfsa.org.uk
Or visit our web-site : www.lfsa.org.uk
‘If it’s urgent someone will come the next day’
All non-housing problems should be directed to..
Watch out for our next committee report. Jos/Chair

Emergency
call 999
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App and Down the River
A new smartphone application offers a unique experience for
people walking along the River Pool from Sydenham to
Catford.
‘Here Comes Everyone’ is available for I phone and Android
phones and uses satellite navigation to tell a story deeply
associated with location and the River Pool in particular.
Starting at the Southend Lane entrance to the River Pool
Linear Park, the listener encounters a series of 12 chapters
that form an intimate narrative reflecting on personal
freedom in the age of social media. The walk is about 25
minutes long and ends at the bridge where the River Pool
meets the Ravensbourne, where four vitreous enamel panels
allow walkers to explore the story further.

Download onto your Smartphone at :
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www.herecomeseverybody.net
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Spare Bedroom Tax - Small Loop Hole Found
If you have been one of the long term sick and have been on
benefits since 1996 then you could be exempt from paying a
subsidy for your spare room, if you have one. For at least one of
our residents this is great news and there may be more. It’s a
very small loop-hole with conditions stating you must have been
in the same property since 1996 or you moved due to an order
by the landlord. It seems a law was left on the statute books that
should have been removed when they started this bedroom-tax
business. I doubt it will take them long to fill this loop hole, but
perhaps this chink in the armour shows a greater flaw in the
argument as to whether it’s fair for anyone. It’s excellent news if
it benefits you but makes it slightly more ludicrous if you’re still
having to pay. Already unfair, the idea that he wont now pay it
because he’s been sick longer than you must be offensive if you
were sick since say 1999, just as sick just not sick long enough.
There is an election on the horizon and opposition parties seem
to be united against this tax on the poor, but I don’t hear any of
them saying they’ll back date it even if they reverse it, a big if.
Until then we are left with the problems arising from this, which
are ever growing and need attention. Other associations have had
to downsize some tenants to smaller properties, which is a good
option provided you have some smaller properties, we don’t. I
reported how it’s now possible to take in a
lodger,a last resort, but perhaps a short term
solution (maybe until the election!), especially
if you’re in fear of losing you home by then,
which would be horrid. For more details on
this and more check out our Web-Site, details in
this letter., See Page 2.
Jos - Editor
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Who ate all the nuts, some big green birds got caught in the act.
Parrots are
starting to
take over all
they see and
look well on
the proceeds.
these two are
a bit too good
to be Wild..!
If they flew
away from
you, we hope
they’re back
home again &
visit anytime.

See the back page for our exclusive interview
with ‘Troy’ in the Final Word……

Troy
If you would like to nominate someone you know for
the ‘Final Word’ contact me : jos@lfsa.org.uk
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The Final Word - Troy von Scheibner
Inspired by David Blaine, success at 15. hangs about with celebrities,
include Thandie Newman and has his own TV Show! Surely our most
famous resident.. Introducing son of Per, hello Troy von Scheibner.
Q1.

Lewisham has it’s ups and downs, but I’ve lived here all my life and have a
strong bond with the borough. I owe a lot of my early beginnings to Lewisham
and the culture it has, because it made me who I am today.
Q2.
A2. When my father was Chairman of LFSA, when I was quite young I did go
to a few events and outings held by LFSA. I was always well fed, that’s the
prominent memory.
Q3.
A3. Lewisham Centre is a great place to meet new people, as well as Brockley
and Forest Hill. Probably my favourite areas because the vibe is really good and
quirky, ‘I like a bit of Quirk’!
Q4.
A4. ‘Hop Scotch’ in Honor Oak Park.

Q5.
A5. I became a magician because it’s the best job on earth. 1st trick I learnt was
a card trick which involved 2 queens and 2 aces, the effect was amazing.
Q6.
A6. My show is on Tuesdays, 10pm on E4 and gets repeated and shown
between E4 and channel 4 every week, check listings. My plans are to do more
live shows and hopefully a series 2.
LFSA - 188, Brockley Road.
London. SE4 2RN
Tel : 0208 692 9294

