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Association Co-operation opens access to Union
Hexagon have launched a new Credit Union Service for its residents.
This only applies to a third of our tenants, those in Hexagon houses, but
it’s great news for them and it’s a good example of how Associations
can make a real difference. With so many wrong ways to borrow money
flooding the market in recent years, a counter action like this is very
welcome and makes good sense. Far to often we’ve being confronted by
the problems of house-hold debts, especially when it involves money
owed to high interest lenders, sometimes an impossible spiral to escape.
Luckily there’s a Union for Lewisham residents as well. Full story on page 7.
Committee burn a problem! Calling all budding photographers
A deed we like to call Sederunt ‘prizes’ for pictures for Web-Site
Action, committee got together
on a Sunday afternoon in March (details of our competition on page 6)
to put right a failing garden. This We’d like your pictures of Lewisham for our Web-Site
we’ll need new photos over time to keep it fresh.
garden had been left to vegetate and
(Below is Lewisham sky-line from Brockley Rise). more on page 6.
for a few years and was in need
of a make-over, just like they do
on the telly. Many hands made
light work and in a few hours we
had transformed an overgrown
waste land into a green haven by
burning everything on a bonfire.
It was a rebirth, a renewal which
was celebrated over lunch and a
beer in good cheer. See page 4/5
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News and Tips from the Office.

News
Our Web-site has got off to a great start, we’ve had the first online rent payment, the first rental enquiry and plenty of just hits.
The one service still to be tested is reporting a repair on-line,
but that’s only a matter of time and we wont be complaining
about lack of repairs to be done! We are looking for some new
pictures for the front page and we’re running a competition for
the same. (Details on page 6.) If you haven’t yet had a look it’s
a good time to try it and maybe get involved.
Hot Tip
The next time you have your annual gas check ask the engineer
to show how to top up your boiler. It’s usually quite simple but
needs to done about four times a year in order to insure smooth
running that will help your fuel bills and reduce our repair bills.
I’m pleased to report that our office refit has
been completed and that all problems with the
phone and Internet have been resolved. Normal
service has been resumed, thank you for your
patience and sorry for any inconvenience.

Contact Details :
www.lfsa.org.uk
barrie@lfsa.org.uk - office
jos@lfsa.org.uk - newsletter
Out of Hours call : 0208 338 8433

LFSA Family Tree part 3
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1990/91
Paul Dixon leaves after 10 years as LFSA manager and is replaced Tony Donnelly who’s
helped out by a part-time Barrie. The Council announce their plans to end Short-Life and the
transfer of properties to Housing Associations begins. The agreements reached ensured that
no LFSA residents were made homeless and all were converted to an assured tenancy. This
was the hey-day of committee meetings attended by as many as 40 plus regularly.

1994
Tony Donnelly leaves and Barrie Stanbrook starts full time as LFSA housing manager. The
converting of Short-Life commences, one by one every home is refurbished and the tenancies
become assured. Barrie is helped by our own handy-man George who we train as a gas fitter,
and the accounts are put onto computer for the first time. In 1996 we move to Brockley Rd.

2002
The last property on the refurbishment program is completed but some are lost in the process.
From a total housing stock of 150 in 1989, down to just under 100 in 2002. Some were lost
to ‘Right to Buy’, others taken back by the landlords after completion. Despite George’s
departure LFSA expand its earning capacity by servicing all of Chisel's maintenance work
via contracted builders, which is working well to this day. Per von Scheibner was Chairman.

2013
A decade having past since the last Short-life was completed and a new era of health and
safety ensuing it was decided by committee to change the emphasis of our name. Self-help
was becoming a memory of that time and the word Sederunt was found. (They sat, sedere, to
sit)a meeting, as of a court or committee ; the members present. Though not on stationary as
yet, the name change was adopted and seemed to inspire and invigorate members of the board.

When the next chapter of LFSA is written you will probably down load it on your TV, phone
or home computer. This year we have launched our own web-site. 20 years after we first put
our accounts on a hard drive. Once the full potential of new technologies are harnessed the
face of social housing and the way we live will be very different. Communication is key and is
becoming ever more easier, ever more instant between us, but it wont stop there! I foresee a
time when your home will contact the office for you. Sensors connected to your boiler maybe,
telling us when it needs a service or due a safety check! Josiah Ingham
Chairman 2014
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Sederuntation in Action

It was one of those days when everything went just right, totally
as planned, nothing more to ask for, job was done. It all started
when a situation came to committee’s attention that needed little
more than their willingness to work for free to put it right, in
which all were enthusiastically willing. We went to the aid of
some residents overwhelmed by the monumental task the garden
had became after several years of neglect. The pictures tell the
story and show how the day stayed fair of us and a little of the
difference it made. It was a great success, it showed Sederunt
Action over Self-help, and that committee can make a difference.
There’s always room at the table if you would like to join us…?
This page before….….……..
……….opposite page after.
When the job was done the
workers were treated to lunch
in the pub with a few glasses
of ale to wash it down.
Residents were delighted to
get their garden back and
are making plans for to use
this summer, the first time
for 3 years. ‘Job Done’….

Committee do a garden Make-Over, bringing 5
back some organisation to a little urban chaos.
‘So this is what they
meant by Chairman!’

Rael

Flos

Rocco

Leo

Tap

Photos for our web-site competition
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If you have managed to visit our new web-site you’ll have noticed
some photos on a rolling scroll at the top of the front page. Only
one of these so far is ours exclusively, Barrie’s Catford Cat, the
others are default pictures. We need new pictures of Lewisham
and if possible a picture that can be taken again over time to show
the change in the seasons, for instance. So, we’re are asking for
budding photographers to enter in a competition to have your
photos at the ‘Top of the Page’. The pictures must be of a quality,
digital would be ideal(full width of image 695px), film or prints will
need to be scanned, all entries must be sent via e-mail. Prizes are
to be decided, but publication is the ultimate goal with perhaps a
commitment to commission some more of the same over time.
We will also have space, a page on our web-site, for snap-shots of
what ever you like, pictures you would like to share with everyone.
I’ve included a few I took below just to show these can be almost
anything as long as it’s shot in Lewisham. Details of where and
when it was taken should be included with your entries which you
should send to me at : jos@lfsa.org.uk (Entries in by September.)

7

Credit Union for Tenants

Recent changes in credit union rules have made it possible for
Hexagon to partner with London Plus Credit Union to offer
services to their tenants from all around London. Affordable
loans, safe savings or just good money management advice it’s
the best place on the High Street if you’re in need. I quote..
Cheryl Gale, the Chief Executive of London Plus, said,

If you’re one of our Hexagon residents and in need of financial
help then I would take her up on her offer. To do so you need
to call..
Jason Herbert, Financial Inclusion Adviser : 0208 768 7925 or
go to LPCU : 0207 471 2620 or log on at : londonplusu.co.uk
Credit Unions generally only offer membership to people who
are residents in their particular area, which is why this deal is
different. I believe this Union is based in Hammersmith but is
willing to take Hexagon residents from all over London. We
have a credit union exclusive to Lewisham which is open to
all are residents and may be more convenient even for those
who have the offer from London Plus. To contact this Union..
Lewisham Plus Credit Union : 0208 778 4738
Or log on at : www.lewishampluscu.co.uk
This should perhaps be the first port of call for any of us as it’s
local. If you have no luck and your a Hexagon Tenant you can
then try London Plus, I’d love to know how you get on?

‘Count your Pennies and the Pounds will take
care of themselves’…as your Grandmother may
have said. But everyone of us needs help from
time to time, this is a better place to find it .
Well done Hexagon, Credit where it’s Due….!
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Final Word - Chris Bowsher
Local writer, poet & singer Chris Bowsher has taken time out to be our ‘Final Word’. His Band RDF
are performing at many festivals through out this summer and he has a one man show that you can
catch at venues around Lewisham. You can find a lot of his music on You-Tube. Hello Chris….
,
A 1, Since Barrie started working or just before, a long time back, can’t remember exactly. I went to
school with Barrie and we’ve sort of stayed in touch, he would know so you could ask him.
A 2, As the song says, ‘home is where I hang my hat’, which has definitely been Lewisham for 30 yrs
or more, but there’s a little of my spirit left out west in Hungerford/Bouurnmouth where I grew up.
A 3, I wouldn’t say it’s exceptional, but New Cross has some venues, Bird’s nest, Amersham Arms. the
Venue only has cover bands these days. The big one of the year is Peoples Day Festival, go to that.
A 4, I’ve a bolt hole, a little room where I write and rehearse and I’m keeping it secret. But Honor
Oak Park is a good place to hang out, but better hurry I think it’s a secret that’s already been exposed.
A 5, That’s a tough one, supporting Hawkwind back in 92 were amazing nights, but head-lining the
Marquee back in the day was the live equivalent of doing Top of the Pops, I loved that.
A 6, I’m playing with my band at festivals until
September, we’ve just played at the Amersham
Arms in New Cross but will return soon. I’m
doing my one man show at Glastonbury this
year and plan to release a new LP of club mixes,
which I’m calling ‘Sixty Five Dub Street’.

LFSA - 188, Brockley Road.
London. SE4 2RN
Tel : 0208 692 9294

